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Deal Seems Near |
OnC.lL.A. Files |

“The Centra! Intelligence Agency
and the American Civil Libertes
Union have been knocking heads for
years over the Freedom of Informa-
tion .Act. Now a bill introduced by,
Senator Barry Goldwater, Republi-
can of Arizopa, has brought them
dosetocompromsecnwhathndof
" information is free and what jsn't.

Tne proposed amendment. io the -
C.1.A's founding legislation, the Na-
tiomal Security Act of 1947, would re- -
lieve the agency from-baving to-
search its *‘operational files,” which

- _show the mittv-gritty of intelligence
“This would include techmi-
cal means of spying, foreign imelli-
gence and counterintelligence opera-
tions, investigations of potential in-
formants and cooperative Geals with
*foreign govermments. Current prac- f
tice ‘upon Teceiving @ reguest under
the Freedom of Informatiop Actisto '
jocate and review these docurnents,
but‘to censor the final release. The
public could still see unclassified
polmcal ecopomic and scientific ma-
‘terial, however. “If we thought we
were losing information that is now
available, we would pever go along
‘with this proposal,” said Mark H.
Lynch, statf attorpev for the civil
liberties union. Mr. Lynch said the
bill would belp speed disclosures that
now tace a two or three yvear backiog.
““We favor this bill,” -sai¢ Erpest
Mayverteld, Cl.A deputy general
-counsel, who sai¢ that agency sup-
port refiected 8 major change from
its previous contention thaf it shouid
be entirely exempt trom the disclo-
sure law, *“lf someone chalienges 2
‘classified’ stamp,”’ be said, ‘“‘we are
obliged in court to justify the classi-
fication of every piece of paper and .
every portion of the document.”

Because the Goldwater bill is
shaped to fit C.1.A. activities, John ‘ .
Shattuck of the civil liberties union’s .
Washington office expressed concern
that it might open the way for piece-.
meal exemptions. for other Federal -
agencies. “We have many questions
about the bill,” be said, “‘but the un-
derlying premise seems to be that the
C.L.A. is willing to hvethh the ex-
emption it already has.”
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